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Resa lolhyYy OFFICES, 


“) 
By MISS M. SHARMAN CRAWFORD, “—~ 


A paper read at the Conference of the National Vigilance 
Association, held at Exeter Hall, March 18th, 1886. * 


The intimate union of good and evil is a fact that no one can over- 
look. Behind every blessing a shadow lurks. That there is a soul 
of evil in good things is quite as true as that there is a soul of good 
in evil things. Whilst the spread of education and the facilities of 
intercourse we now enjoy are unequivocal boons to the community 
at large, they have in a certain degree imperiously affected the 
interests of individuals. Through the agency of the post and press 
fraud has a more extended sway than it ever hitherto possessed in 
any period of history. In quiet English country homes the painful 
economies of years have gone to swell the gains of the swindling 
projectors of bogus companies. But the mischief wrought through 
the lying prospectus is inconsiderable compared with that effected by 
the fraudulent advertisement. And more especially is such the case 
where the swindler seeks his prey in the ranks of the women servants 
of this country. Substantial evidence of the evil arising from this 
source was amply furnished by facts brought to my knowledge a few 
years ago through the medium of an advertisement that I chanced to 
see in a Cork newspaper during my stay in the South of Ireland. 


*In publishing this and the other papers read on the same occasion, the 
Association are not to be understood as endorsing all the opirions expressed, 
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Thisadvertisement,addressed to Irishwomen servants of every descrip- — 
tion, assured to them certain employment at high wages, through the 
agency of a Registry Office, professedly “Under Royal Patronage,” 
near Grosvenor Square. For those who would accept the benefits so 
freely offered there was an Office Home in which they would be 
received on arrival. As circumstances had made me well aware of 
the strong prejudice that prevails against Irish servants in England, 
this wholesale offer of employment at unusually high wages in every 
branch of service at once excited my distrust, and as the continuance 
of the advertisement in the paper day after day showed that it met 
with a profitable response, I resolved on my arrival in London not 
long afterwards to inquire into the character of the Office in 
question. 


No inquiry was ever more quickly effected or more conclusively 
answered than that on which I entered, for a policeman at the Marble 
Arch, of whom I asked my way, warned me of the fraudulent character 
of the Office of which Iwas in search. Nor did he spare details to con- 
firm his statements. Only a short time ago an honest cabman had 
taken a Welsh girl to his house to save her from being beggared in — 
the villainous Home. It was his duty, he thought, to warn ladies 
and servants of the dishonest character of the Office. In Marlborough 
Street Police Court, to which I subsequently went, I received corro- 
borative evidence of the essentially swindling nature of the concern. 
Thousands of letters had been received to inquire for girls who had 
been beguiled to London through the medium of advertisements such 
as I had seen. Upwards of one hundred of these letters had come 
from Ireland. But, notorious as was the swindle, no action could be 
taken to put it down until some case for prosecution came before the 
Court. But destitute of even a penny to buy bread, the plundered 
victim was effectually debarred from obtaining any redress through 
her inability to pay the cost a summons would entail. So justice 
stood aloof, whilst beggared girls were ruthlessly turned penniless 
out of the Office Home to face the terrible temptations to enter on a 
shameful life that awaited them in the streets of London. The 
many letters of inquiry that had been received shadows forth very 
plainly the dismal fate of conscience-stricken girls who desired that 
their existence should be unknown to relatives and friends. 


Unable to procure the aid of the law to arrest the swindler’s 
career, I thought some good might possibly be done by an endea- 
vour to obtain a suppression of his advertisements in the Irish and 
London Press. Backed by the authority of the Police Court to which 
I referred as a warranty for the correctness of my statements my 
appeal was successful, and through the means of suppressed adver- 
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tisements, in conjunction with the vigorous action of a Police 
Inspector, the Office under Royal Patronage soon closed. 


As far, however, as Ireland was concerned I felt the necessity of 
taking further action to preserve the Irish girl from being duped by 
London rogues, since I had become aware that several of the Metro- 
politan Registry Offices bore a scarcely less disreputable character 
than the one just closed. By letters published in the Dublin Press 
I exposed the infamous deception practised on Irish girls, and by 
private communication with the Bishops of the Roman Catholic 
Church I obtained their hearty co-operation in the cause. It was 
through their action I do not doubt that two Agent Irish Offices (in 
connection with a Registry Office of indifferent repute in London) 
have been closed. As decoy advertisements addressed to Irish 
women-servants no longer appear in the Irish papers, they are now, 
for the present at least, effectually secured from being victimised by 
the fraudulent Registry Offices of London. 


But in England their actiow cannot be met in similar fashion. 
Whilst the fraudulent character of the London Registry Office which 
seeks to advertise in Irish papers may be reasonably assumed, it 
would be unfair to honestly-conducted Offices in this branch of busi- 
ness to restrict their right to carry on their work through the medium 
of advertisements. However, should the law remain unaltered, it 
would be advisable, for the protection of the English country girl, to 
obtain the exclusion from the Provincial Press of all advertisements 
that emanate from well-known disreputably-conducted Registry 
Offices in London. 


But whilst a certain amount of good might be effected in this way, 
there is urgent need for some efficient means to arrest the interna- 
tional trade in duped and plundered girls which is now carried on in 
the Registry Office business through the medium of Continental 
partners. The women-servant traffic that exists between London 
and the cities of Frankfort, Hanover, and Hamburg is one that, 
deserves the most serious consideration. 


Especially is this the case in regard to Frankfort, where the 
German partner of two London Registry Office proprietors is a con- 
victed swindler. As the details of his conviction furnished me by a 
German girl leave no doubt as to the absolute correctness of this 
statement, the character of the London partner in the firm may well 
be judged from the fact that his Home was managed four years ago 
by the wife of the Frankfort Office proprietor. Moved by the pitiable 
tales | heard from several German girls of the deception and extor- 
tion to which they had been subjected, I wrote down the particulars 
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of each case, and, through the kind co-operation of Sir Edmund 
Henderson, these statements were submitted to Count Miinster. But 
though the Ambassador at once took action in the matter, I fear that 
no permanent good has been effected by orders consequently issued 
to the German Police that they should warn women servants of the 
danger they incurred in seeking to obtain situations in England 
through Registry Office assistance. Only a few months ago a German 
man-servant in London, whilst talking in the street toa fellow- 
countryman, was addressed in piteous accents by a group of five 
German girls, ignorant of English, who had just been turned out 
penniless from an Office Home in Berners Street. 


But sad as is the fate of German girls consigned to one of the 
fraudulent offices in London; still more pitiable is that of English 
girls sent through this agency to the foreign partner, in case they 
should possess those gifts of nature that would give them value in 
the market of profligacy. For, though the beggared German girl 
may be impelled by the pangs of hunger to enter on a shameful 
career, she is not hable to be imprisoned in dens of infamy, as is 
the case with friendless, helpless English girls in al the countries 
where the State regulation of vice prevails. To allow this registry 
office exportation of English girls to go on unchecked is surely to 
facilitate their destruction. As a natural outcome of the impunity 
enjoyed, the audacity of these swindling firms annually increases. 
By placards borne through Oxford Street, a London partner of the 
Frankfort firm lately assured to English candidates for foreign 
service eligible situations. A convicted swindler, who passed 
eighteen months in prison a few years ago, hired sandwich men last 
summer to proclaim the fact that his registry office ‘is the best and . 
most respectable ” office in London. Through the means of a street 
placard, I became aware two months ago that the proprietor of the 
extinct office, “under Royal patronage,” had just resumed again, 
under Royal auspices, his temporarily abandoned trade. Still more 
mendacious than in former days were the benefits he offered to 
women servants who might obtain situations through his means ; 
for on the 31st December of every year he promised prizes to the 
amount of £100 to all who remained in those situations for a certain 
time. By an immediate communication with the police, I made it 
certain that every, but still most inadequate, means the law allowed 
would be employed to put an end to the new venture. 


A due consideration of the facts detailed should surely point to 
the urgent need for such an alteration in the law as would arrest the 
action of these notorious swindlers, No individual energy can 
control the evil. As far as London is concerned, even with the aid 
of the police, I could only in one individual case do anything effec- 
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tive to abate the scandal. For, with common prudence, registry 
office rogues can defy prosecution, sinceas all can certainly prove before 
a court of law that they have obtained situations for some clients, 
they cannot be indicted as swindlers. When the plundered country 
girl is turned out penniless from the Office Home in which she has 
been entrapped, she is evicted under legal sanction; and if her box 
is seized for arrears of rent she cannot pay, the law justifies her 
plunderer’s action. 


To arrest the evil it seems to me that only a slight alteration in 
the law would be required. In a vocation that gives so much scope 
for fraud, character affords the sole sufficient security against fraudu- 
lent action. The gross abuse in London, and possibly also in large 
English towns, of unrestricted liberty to enter on the Registry Office 
business, necessitates limitations of a right that is unequivocally used 
in many instances for nefarious ends. The Rob Roy rule that ‘those 
should take who have the power, and those should keep who can,” is 
a principle of human action that in every stage of civilisation must, 
in every form it may assume, be kept in check to protect the weak 
from being victimised by the strong. ‘The same protection given a 
few years ago to the helpless, farmed-out babe, might wisely be 
extended now to servant girls exposed to a fate still worse than death 
through unscrupulous lust for gain. In the Irish Poor Law Union, 
with which J am connected, the rule exists that no child shall be 
boarded out with any applicant who has not obtained a certificate of 
good character from the parish clergyman. A Registry Office license, 
granted on similar terms, would scarcely fail to extinguish at once 
the swindling offices which now disgrace and bring discredit on what 
ought to be, as it is in Ireland, a thoroughly honest business. A 
qualification so easily obtained by any respectable person cannot 
reasonably be considered as an undue restriction on individual liberty 
of action. The license granted on such terms might readily also 
prove of value in connection with the Office Home, as the clergyman, 
through whose certificate of character the license had been obtained, 
might naturally be induced to come into direct communication with 
the inmates of the house. Kindly counsel and warnings of danger 
coming from such a source would strengthen girls to resist tempta- 
tion. A late experience in an Irish garrison town, where the Roman 
Catholic clergy exercise a parental supervision over the young women 
belonging to their Church, affords unequivocal evidence of the good 
that the London Clergy might effect, by adopting (at least, in some 
degree) a similar course of action. In the absence of that parental 
moral training which would teach the working girl to see and so 
evade the dangers which beset her path, there is urgent need to 
try to save her from being wrecked in life through the vile arts of 
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rogues and profligates. Could we see before our view the beggared 
girls who-have drifted into a career of vice through the agency of the 
fraudulent Registry Offices of London we could not fail to take 
instant measures to procure their extinction. 


MABEL SHARMAN CRAWFORD. 


In the discussion on this paper Mrs. Fawcett said :—“ I think there 
is some danger lest we should run into the mistake of thinking that 
things can be set right by a Government license. I think if we 
made the mistake of supposing that a Government license was the 
only thing required to weed out the bad offices, we should find that 
the offices which are the most nefarious in their practices, would 
apply to the Government for a license, and probably go on unchecked. 
This is not a thing that can be set right by a line or two in an act 
of Parliament.” 


National Dinilance Association for the Repyes- 
sion of Eyiminal Dire and Public Jnnnoyalityp. 
PUBLICATIONS. 

[A.] Hints on the Formation of a Vigilance Association. Gratis. 

[B 2.] Objects, Constitution, and Rules of the National Vigilance Association. 
Gratis. 

[C.] Reprint of “The Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885” Price 1d. 

[D.] ‘* What was adduced in Evidence before the House of Lords’ Committee.” 
3d. a dozen. 

[E.] ‘‘ How the New Law Helps.” An Address to Parents. Price 1d. 

[F.] Short Summary of the Act. Price $d. 

[G.] Blank Form of offer to subscribe or give personal help. (For use at 
meetings.) Gratis. 

[H.] Form of Rules for Local Vigilance Associations, with Suggestions for 
Workers.* Price id: 

[I.] Warning to Servants. 3d. a dozen, Is. per hundred. 

[I 2.] Warning to Governesses and others. 3d. a dozed, Is. per hundred. 

[13.] List of Boarding Homes for Young Women in Business and others, 
Price 3d. 

[J.] List of Sub-Committees (card). Gratis. 

All the above, 6d., post free. Fifty copies of any, half-price, 
Papers read at the Conference. 

[K 1.] ‘‘ The Working of the Criminal Law Amendment Act.” By WyNDHAM 
A. Bewes. Price 3d. 

[Kk 2.] ‘* Registry Offices.” By Miss M. SHARMAN CRAWFORD. Price 1d. 

[K 3.] ‘‘ Local Vigilance Associations and their Work.” By W. T. SrTHap, 


. Price id? 
[K 4.] “ Rescue Work, New and Old.” By the Author of “The New 
Godiva.” Price 1d. 
[K 5.] ‘‘ Recreative Instruction of Young People.” By the Rev. Dr. PaTon, 
Price Id. 


The five papers 5d. post free. 


Address the SECRETARY, National Vigilance Association, 36, Strand, W.C. 
Telegraphic Address—‘‘ National Vigilance, London.” 
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WARNING TO SERVANTS. 


1. In applying for situations at Registry Ofticos make quite sure 
of the character of the office at which you apply. 

2. Do not complete your engagement with any employer with- 
out making inquiry as to the character of the household for which 
your services are required, 

8 Do not be boguiled by advertisements that you see in news- 
papers, whether in London or the country, promising high wages 
and very little work. In most cases these situations do not exist at 
all. The advertisoments are put in by people who wish to draw you 
to their office, and who, when you arrive there, assure you that that 
particular situation is already filled, but that they will soon find you 
another. ‘Their promises may lead you into mi iking very undesirable 
engagements. 

4, If you live in the country, be most careful in answering 
advertisements by letter to get some proof of the respectability of the 
advertiser. Many an innocent girl has been drawn up to London to 
her ruin by making engagements by letter with an advertiser of 
whom she knows nothing, Botter by far stay in the country all 
your life than run any such risks, 

5b. Be on your guard against entering any Home connected 
with a Registry Office unless you have taken pains to know its char- 
acter. Many a girl has gone with her box into such a house in’ the 
hope of very soon being provided with a situation, Day after day 
has gone on, a heavy bill has been run up which she has not enough 
money to pay, and sho is turned out—often late at night—to shift 
for herself, without money, as best she can, her box being detained 
by the people of the house. 

6. Do not be misled by strangers, whether men or women, who 
may speak to you on the landing-places or railway stations in London 
or other large towns, offering help, and inviting you to go with them, 
Apply to the station-mastor if you are in difficulty ; : he will probably 
know the character of the stranger who speaks to you, and whether 
he or she is trustworthy. 

There are many highly respectable offices in London, and also 
some temporary Homes for Servants which may be entirely trusted, 
A. List is printed on the back of this Warning, and further informa- 
tion will be given to you on the subject at the Office of the 

NATIONAL VIGILANCE ASSOCIA'TION, 
36, Strand, Charing Cross ; 


' —where also any cases ee fraud or deception by Registry Offices will 
be carefully considered, or inquiries will be made (on writing to the 
Secretary) as to Be han acter of any place advertised in London, 

Or apply to [P,T.0. 


March, 1886. 
National Vigilance Association. 


Registries Enquiry Committee. 
Temporary List of recommended Servants Registry Offices. 


Postal 


District. 
W. Mrs. ELLIs CAMERON ... ... 27, Church Street, Kensington 
yi DupLey Stuart RecistRy ... 8, Star Street, Edgware Road 
W. Mrs. FarRcLOTH a ... 106, Regent Street 
W. The Misses FAITHFUL ... ... 126, Regent Street 
W. t FEMALESERVANTS HomESocIEty 205, Great Portland Street 
WV { FemaLeServaAnts HomeSociety 21, Nutford Place, Edgware Road 
W. M. Fitcu £3 a ... Hammersmith 
W. + Miss A. GouGH... te ... Young Women’s Christian Association, 
17, Old Cavendish Street 
W. Miss GRoom _... a ELS; Seymour Place, Bryanstone Raners 
W. Mrs. Hay er Fe . 52, Regent Street 
W. Mrs. HEELD ... 38, Westbourne Grove, Bayswater 
W. Miss Hoyt, 47, ‘South Street, Park Lane (Roman Catholic) Mondays and 
Thursdays, from 11.30 to 12.30 
WwW. Mrs. Hunt Bek . 32, Duke Street, Manchester Square 
Ww. Mrs. NORMAN ... 77, Great Portland Street 
W. OFFICE FoR HomE HELPS (Ladies) Mrs. Houston Smith (Mrs. Crawshay s) 
409, Oxford Street 

W. + Miss RICHARDSON ps ... 2, Pickering Place, Westbourne Grove 
W. SERVANTS REGISTRY ... ... Soho Bazaar, 77, Oxford Street 
W. + SoHo CLuB AND Hog... ... 59, Greek Street, Soho Square 
W. + THE FRENCHSERVANTS REGISTRY Monmouth Road, Westbourne Grove 
S.W. Mrs. CooKE ... ae ... 64, Fulham Road 
S.W. + Miss FREEMAN... heed ... 162, Warwick Street 
S.W. + Mrs Ho.ron ... ve ... 17, Dartrey Road, King’s Road 
Ss. W. Mrs. Lorp me Aa ... Gloucester Road, South Kensington 
S.W. + Mrs. Lovevoy .. . 32, Sydney Street, Chelsea 
S.W. + WoRKING Women’ s Home AND | 

REGISTRY.. .. 538, Horseferry Road, Westminster 
W.C. + FOREIGN WoMEN SERVANTS’ 

INSTITUTE ... ne ... 36, Hart Street, Bloomsbury 
W.C. Miss Moran ... 98a, Southampton Row: (by letter seis 
N.W. + FEMALE SERVANTS’ Home SocrEry 74, High Street, Camden Town 
N + Home FoR SERVANTS, Mildmay Mission, 1, Stoke Newington Green 


+ FEMALE SERVANTS’ Home Society 88, Blackfriars Road. 
+ Home FOR FRIENDLEsS GIRLS Francis Grove, St. George’s Road, 
Wimbledon 

+ Tue METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION FOR BEFRIENDING YOUNG SERVANTS (for servant 
girls of 13 to 20). Offices throughout London. Central Office, 18, 
Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C. 

+ Also THE Girts’ FRIENDLY SocretTy have Registries in many parts of London. 
Particulars to beobtained from Central Office, 3, Victoria Mansions, 
Victoria Street S.W. 

+ Wirn Homes ATTACHED. 
Besides the above there are small Offices connected with shops, many of which are 
respectable. See also the List of Boarding Houses for Young Women in Business, &e. 
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This List with the Warning, are published as a leaflet by the NaTionan VIGILANCE 
ASSOCIATION, 36, Strand, W.C. 3d.a dozen. 1s. a hundred, 


Published by the National Vigilance Association, Price 1d. Fifty copies or more, 
half-price. 
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